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INTRODUCTION

Over the last two decades, the Invasive mosquito Aedes

albopictus has spread across Europe. Portugal was the last
country In southern Europe to report this species, which was
first detected In 2017 under the National Vector Survelllance
Network—REVIVE. Despite all the measures taken, Its
distribution has increased rapidly and in 2023, it was introduced
In Lisbon, a major urban centre. As Ae. albopictus Is a
competent vector for dengue, Zika and chikungunya viruses,
monitoring its geographic distribution and seasonal dynamics Is

crucial for public health risk assessment.

2017

Ae. albopictus was not detected in Madeira Island.

Geographic distribution - Presence/ Absence:

Green = observed absence
Red = positive with specimens collected
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Seasonal activity of Aedes albopictus in three
main regions of Portugal in 2019-2024:
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DISCUSSION

Aedes albopictus Is spreading In densely populated urban areas in Portugal,

posing an increasing public health challenge. Community-based surveillance and

Innovative vector monitoring and control approaches for rapid response are

essential to reduce the risk of mosquito-borne diseases. The positive effect of

temperature on the seasonal activity of the adult popu

Importance of climate change in affecting the bionomics of t

ation highlights the

nis species. Ongoing

surveillance activities indicate that populations of Ae. albopictus established

throughout the country are spreading to other regions of Portugal, raising concerns

about future outbreaks of Aedes-borne diseases,

Given the ongoing spread of Ae. albopictus in mainland Portugal, it Is essential to

raise awareness of mosquito-borne diseases among the general public, healthcare

professionals, and travellers and to implement an integrated management strategy

to control Ae. albopictus abundance and dissemination.
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