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EFSA _ DATA COLLECTION 
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EFSA _ CALLS FOR DATA

o EFSA will only accept data in SSD2 format;

o Data must be submitted in electronic format (XML) 
to the EFSA Data Collection Framework (DCF).
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DATA REPORTING

• INSA, IP gathers, harmonises and transmits to EFSA data on contaminants
and additives of the Portuguese official control plans and of studies
performed in INSA, IP laboratories.

Entities involved / Domains / Matrices:

ASAE | Chemical Contaminants & Additives | Food (Official Control)

DGAV | Chemical Contaminants | Food & Feed (Official Control)

INSA, IP | Chemical Contaminants | Food (Studies)
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EXCEL DATA FILE

• Example of a chemical contaminants data file sent by a National
(Portuguese) Authority
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EXCEL DATA FILE

• Example of a chemical contaminants data file sent by a National
(Portuguese) Authority
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EXCEL TOOL FLAT FOR DATA COLLECTION

• Example of the SSD2 Excel tool FLAT with the same chemical contaminants 
data:
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EXCEL TOOL FLAT FOR DATA COLLECTION

• Example of the SSD2 Excel tool FLAT with the same chemical contaminants 
data:
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EXCEL TOOL FLAT FOR DATA COLLECTION

Complete all the 57 mandatory and relevant SSD2 fields

- 28 mandatory and dependent mandatory fields; 29 relevant fields

- 31 fields have to be filled in according to a specific catalogue of

controlled terminologies
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EXCEL TOOL FLAT FOR DATA COLLECTION

• DATA VALIDATION
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EXCEL TOOL FLAT FOR DATA COLLECTION

• DATA VALIDATION
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EXCEL TOOL FLAT FOR DATA COLLECTION

• DATA VALIDATION

RF-00004426-PAR



14

EXCEL TOOL FLAT FOR DATA COLLECTION

• DATA VALIDATION

The SSD2 controlled 
terminologies and validation 
rules guarantee data quality
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EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

• Transmission of the XML file to the EFSA Data Collection Framework;
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EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

• Transmission of the XML file to the EFSA Data Collection Framework – FILE 
DISCARDED

File uploaded. Assigned Message Id:149349. File has 
been discarded for the following reason: The content 
of elements must consist of well-formed character 
data or markup.

X
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EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

• Transmission of the XML file to the EFSA Data Collection Framework – FILE 
DISCARDED

The VALIDATION CHECK 
functionality of the Excel tool FLAT 

does not identify all the 
inconsistencies/errors that might 

exist in the file!
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EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

• Transmission of the XML file to the EFSA Data Collection Framework – FILE 
DISCARDED

VALIDATION CHECK: a console for running the 
validation procedure that checks if the 
controlled terminology catalogues are 

correctly applied in the Samples worksheet 
and returns a list of cells that failed the control; 
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EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

• Transmission of the XML file to the EFSA Data Collection Framework – FILE 
SUCCESSFULLY UPLOADED
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EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

• Message Acknowledgment - Details

Dataset Status: REJECTED



21

EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

• Message Acknowledgment - Details

Dataset Status: REJECTED
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Dataset Status: REJECTED

EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

labId = text in 2 lines in the same cell & 
text with too many characters

X
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Dataset Status: REJECTED

EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

X Exceeds the maximum number
of characters in a cell.

(Values copied directly from
the results files extracted from
the laboratory management
software.)
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• Message Acknowledgment - Details

Dataset Status: REJECTED EDITABLE

EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

Case-sensitive
(SECO ≠ Seco)
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• Message Acknowledgment - Details

Dataset Status: REJECTED EDITABLE

EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)
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• Message Acknowledgment - Details

Dataset Status: REJECTED EDITABLE

EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)
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Dataset Status: REJECTED EDITABLE

EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

Alter ‘0,001’ by ‘0,011’
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• Message Acknowledgment - Details

Dataset Status: REJECTED EDITABLE

EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)
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• Message Acknowledgment - Details

Dataset Status: REJECTED EDITABLE

EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

EFSA, 2023. Chemical monitoring reporting guidance: 2023 data collection. 



30

Dataset Status: REJECTED EDITABLE

EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

Delete

Alter ‘VAL’ 
by ‘LOQ’
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• Message Acknowledgment - Details

Dataset Status: REJECTED EDITABLE

EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)



32

Dataset Status: REJECTED EDITABLE

EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

Facet F33 added
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• Message Acknowledgment - Details

Dataset Status: VALID WITH WARNINGS

EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)
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Dataset Status: VALID WITH WARNINGS

EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

Must populate the cells
with the correspondent
code (ACTION catalogue)
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• Message Acknowledgment - Details

Dataset Status: VALID WITH WARNINGS

EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)
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Dataset Status: VALID WITH WARNINGS

EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

progLegalRef code added
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• Message Acknowledgment - Details

Dataset Status: VALID WITH WARNINGS

EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)
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• Message Acknowledgment - Details

Dataset Status: VALID WITH WARNINGS

EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

& in paramType association table made 
available by EFSA for a correct coding.
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• Message Acknowledgment - Details

Dataset Status: VALID WITH WARNINGS

EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

Not always the 
necessary 

information is 
provided by the 

entities
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BUSINESS RULES

• Business rules (BR) are provided to ensure the data submitted through the
EFSA Data Collection Framework (DCF) are fit for purpose for use in EFSA’s
scientific assessments.

• Available in:

EFSA (European Food Safety Authority), 2023. Chemical
monitoring reporting guidance: 2023 data collection.

EFSA Supporting Publications. Volume 20, Issue 2
https://doi.org/10.2903/sp.efsa.2023.EN-7851
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BUSINESS RULES

• Message Acknowledgment - Details

EFSA, 2023. Chemical monitoring reporting guidance: 2023 data collection. 
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BUSINESS RULES

• Message Acknowledgment - Details

EFSA, 2023. Chemical monitoring reporting guidance: 2023 data collection. 
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BUSINESS RULES

• Message Acknowledgment - Details

EFSA, 2023. Chemical monitoring reporting guidance: 2023 data collection. 
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EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

• (Re)Transmission of the XML file to the EFSA Data Collection Framework

Following operation: 

Replace, Partial replace, 

Partial delete, Reject or 

Submit 
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EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

• (Re)Transmission of the XML file to the EFSA Data Collection Framework

Remember!

 for ‘Rejected editable’ files the
data provider can perform the
following operations: Replace,
Partial replace, Partial delete;

 for ‘Rejected’ files the data
provider can only perform the
following operation: Replace.
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EFSA DATA COLLECTION FRAMEWORK (DCF)

• Submitted & Accepted datasets

Submitted - state when a ‘Valid’ or
‘Valid with warnings’ target dataset is
officially delivered by the data
provider to the data receiver for
additional validation.

ACCEPTED DWH: Final state for the
dataset, which cannot be modified
thereafter (Confirmation in the DWH).
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

The VALIDATION CHECK functionality of the EFSA Excel Reporting Tool FLAT
parses the entire "Samples worksheet" to check:

- if the content of all the SSD2 fields are complete and controlled;

- if the controlled terminology catalogues are correctly applied;

- if the controlled terminology catalogues are correctly applied as well as
if mandatory fields are complete;
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The VALIDATION CHECK functionality of the EFSA Excel Reporting Tool FLAT
parses the entire "Samples worksheet" to check:

- if the content of all the SSD2 fields are complete and controlled;

- if the controlled terminology catalogues are correctly applied;

- if the controlled terminology catalogues are correctly applied as well as
if mandatory fields are complete;



49

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

The selected type of result (resType) is VAL for a reported result (resVal) that 
contains a value less than the corresponding LOQ. This is 

- an error?

- an warning?

- none of them?
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

The selected type of result (resType) is VAL for a reported result (resVal) that 
contains a value less than the corresponding LOQ. This is 

- an error? (Became an error in 2023!)

- an warning?

- none of them?
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

Starting from 2021 data collection the Type of parameter (paramType) is no
longer a mandatory variable.

- reporting this field is always optional;

- reporting this field is optional for chemical contaminants but mandatory
for all the remaining domains;

- reporting this field is mandatory in case of multicomponent paramCode
calculated from measurements of individual components, or sum of
individual parameters;
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Thank you for your 

attention!

roberto.brazao@insa.min-saude.pt


