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Considering all reported cases with CA, the use of folic acid
before conception was reported by 12.7% (n = 1228) of the
women, 47.7% (n = 4598) started supplementation during 15t

trimester, 7,1% (n = 682) did not take folic acid and in 32.5%

(3134) of the records this information was missing (Fig 1).
Figure 1

Folic acid intake in all cases reported to RENAC between 2004-2013

We found statistical significant association between mother’s occupation, age and ethnicity and folic acid intake.
Whilst women with professions, requiring higher levels of education, started the use of supplement before
pregnancy (p <0.001) (Fig 2), women under 19 years old as well as women with Arabic ethnicity reported not having

taken folic acid during pregnancy(p <0.001) (Table 1).

Figure 2

Table 1
Frequency of folic acid intake according to mothers occupation (2004-2013)

Frequency of folic acid intake according to mothers age and ethnicity (2004-2013)
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KEY MESSAGES

*To Increase the consumption of folic acid before pregnancy new measures are need to promote this primary prevention,

among couples and health professionals.
*This study highlights some maternal characteristics and subgroups of mothers for who the measures should be reinforced.
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